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[SZEmE FHR]

The Conflict between Church and State in the
Feudal Medieval Europe

ZHAO Lin
(School of Philosophy, Wuhan University, Wuhan, Hubei 430072, China)

Abstract: The power struggle between Church and state runs through the political life of the medieval Europe-
an feudal society. While the feudal hierarchy results in various but isolated secular monarchies, the Catholic
Church headed by the popes is committed to establishing a unified Christendom. The core issue in the competi-
tion between the Church and the secular rulers is the legitimate foundation of the monarchical power, which is
gradually resolved in the theory of divine rights of the king. The Roman Catholic Church begins to strengthen
itself in dependence on the monarchies in the Carolingian Dynasty, and is involved in a fierce competition
against the latter in the following centuries. Finally in the latter part of the 13th century, the Church holds an
undoubtedly dominant position over the European feudal rulers, and establishes its universal sovereignty.

Key words: Feudalism, the Roman Catholic Church, the secular monarchial power, the divine right of kings
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